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tragedy, when, quick asligh tning, a gaunt and spectral
object, almost nude, bearded to the knee, with head
covered by matted tufts of hair and presenting a hideous
appearance, emerged from the deep shadows around.
The figure held a naked sword in one hand and a bunch
of margosa leaves in the other, and bounding up to
A-----, peremptorily, and with a glance whose meaning
could not be mistaken, motioned him away.
A-----was only too glad to retreat as fast as he had
come, his enthusiasm not a little chilled; and he leapt
over the wall into the pathway, where he met a police-
man going his rounds. A-----detained the policeman in
order to see the end of the mysterious pantomime that
was enacting before the idol, and enquired of him the
meaning of the presence there of the woman alone and at
that time of night, and of all the rest he saw.    He was
told that the woman was a matron of a respectable
Hindu family, who, having had no children since her
marriage, had come, by the advice of her elders, to
invoke the assistance of the   goddess,   as   she   was
credited with the power of making women fertile, and
by prayers and offerings prevail on her to make her
the mother of a son,  and   thus save her from the
displeasure of her husband, who frequently rated her on
her barrenness.   The grotesque figure which had so
terrified A-----was the village pujan, and a noted exer-
ciser of evil spirits; and he was then exercising his art
over the terrified woman in attempting to drive away
the  malignant  spirit   that   possessed  her,   and  had
thereby rendered her  childless.    It is said to be  a
common belief among many Hindus that barrenness
in females is sometimes the result of possession by
evQ spirits, some of whom have to be propitiated, while
others are terrified into leaving their victims.    In this
case it was a demon of the latter kind, and that accounted
for the pujari's appearance, in all the majesty and terror
of his office as exorcist, sword in hand, to coerce the
tmwffiiag one to take his flight.
Jnst then the woman emitted another blood-curdl-
ing shriek, and the pajan, coming forward, demanded,